Winchelsea survey
on council set-up

THE future of Winchelsea will
be decided in a major review
which starts this month.

It comes as houscholds in the his-
turic town declare their intention for
Winchelsca to break away from Ickle-
sham and have a council in i1s own
right. :

At present Winchelsea is just a
watd of Jcklesham Parish Council,
along with Rye Harbour and
Winchelsea Beach.

The bid for independence is thought
o be the first of its kind in the county
and was the dominant issuc when Ick-
lesham“Council held its annual parish
AGM on Tuesday evening.

Addressing the meeting, Rother's
district sccretary Trevor Elliott prom-
ised a wide-ranging review which
would take take place in four stages
and could take up to six months.

It will involve sending a question-
naire sheet to every household in the
parish, asking for views and opinions.

Mr Elliott said: "1 would like to
think this a belt and braces operation.

By Andy Hemsley

Wi want to tease oul local views and
test the supporl throughout ihe parish.

"We have no pre-conceived ideas
cither in favour or against. We aceept
the need lor a review, we have not ac-
cepted the principal of the formation of
a scparatc Winchelsea parish council.

"This 15 not the occasion to expresy
views for or against. That will come
when the review is launched later this
month and everyone will have the
fullest opportunity te make their views
known to the district council. 1 must
not be seen in anyway to be pre-udg-
ing the matter.”

Somc Winchelsca residents at the
meeting were unhappy that households
were being surveyed rather than indi-
vidual voters.

David Bourne said: "Why can't we
have a referendum? What happened to
one man one vote?

Mr Elliott regponded: "It would cost
Rother Council £4,200 to hold a refer-
endum. ! do not believe a ballet box

arrangement would be more ¢ffective
or democratic than a survey which
could penetrate every houschold. We
will give equal weight 10 all the forms
we reeeive.

"At the end of the day we will make
a view in light of all the arguments
made to us."

Cllr Wendy Myers said: "It is a
good thing for us to work together. [t is
not a numbers game. We arc trying to
get creative ideas for the best way for-
ward."

Some people were unhappy the
parish council had set up a working
party lo look at the 1ssue with 11s mem-
bers selected by chairman Mrs Mer-
ricks.

Mike ,_,m:< Irom Winchelsea, suid:
“The parish council should now stand
aside and let Rother take the lead and
not try to sway people with working
groups. The idea of hand-picking indi-
viduals for a working group is not a
good idea and not fair or democratic.™

Mrs Merricks said: "The people we
asked were well informed and have
lived in the parish for a long time."

ned with the village of Ick-

ere are problems in Icklesham Parish Council.
cspite vigorous protests,

However, the call for 2 separate Parish of Winchelsea

arises because of the size and diversity of leklesham
The nature of the problem can be seen from the fact
that calls for a separate Parish of Winchelsca have been

made ever since the Corporation of Winchelsea lost its

civil powers in 1886,
Al that time, Winchelsea cxpected to have its own

pansh, not because of the personalitics currently on the
parish but was instcad combi

THE anticle fast week (Rye Observer) is gquite correct to
parish council.

Parish too large

say th

lesham d

The 1ssue now is that the villages of Icklesham,

local government for
That definition fits cach individuat ward of Ickle-

s become too large
1s individual wards. The problem will only get worse.

Commission says a parish

a small, distinctive and recognisable commu-

nity of interest with its own sense ol identity.’

sh.
The proposal is not just about Winchelsea. It is that

e Harbour have grown into
cach ward of Ickleshant parish should democratically de-

¢s, each with ditferent problems and
as a whote. Residents identify with

Fach ward is large enough to become a parish and

cach could stand on its ow
Winchelsea, for example

22

==

w0

z g

o
v oo i G
< ey B D 3
e 2ol =
25 B E @
= s 6 F .S
= = =
2 S 2w o - ;
o= 4 s o
[ = km = b= [=
@ 3 2] = # 2
v E o st} = . =
& SESR = =
& 23334 = = s
o 2 Ut i £
L R S —u ._n.nm. F
— 2 = =
R 2o
= = I = e oot
EEE<CERTZ Enbay
SN = =1 T 5 )
=Za § = &5 ‘s

n feet. An independent
ywould rank 23 out of 33 in
separation
RICHARD COMOTTO
Parish Councillor
Winchelsea

isolaied from Rye, Pett, Guestiing or Udimore

After all, none of the communities in lcklesham
because they fall intlo different parishes.

Independence will, however, help to revive local
democracy and provide more effective local povernment .

Moreover, independence will not sever the dav-to-

Raother (between Etchingham and Iden) and

would be financially neutral.
day links between the four wards.

parish is




