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Not the first battle for independence

NOT since the French raid-
ed in the 13th century has
the quiet town of
Winchelsea seen s much
turmoil

A proposal for the town
to break away from Ickle-
sham Parish Councit and
form its own council caused
more conroversy than any-
one could have expected.

Emotions have been run-
ning high, reflected in a
flurry of letters to the Ob-
server Mailbag with accusa-
tion and counter-accusation.

Natices and hand-outs
were circulated in the town
and throughoul the parish,
Those m favour of a split
were accused of rocking the
boat while they in turn hit

back at a group calling itself
The Silent Majority, for hid-
ing behind the title and re-

fusing to name its members.

Events came 1o a head in
a poll this week which saw a
569 majority in favour of the
council staying intact.

Soeme people accused
Winchelsca resident Richard
Comotto of causing unnec-
essary expense by calling for

the referendum.

But Mr Comotto said he
was just exercising his dem-
ocralic rights commenting:
"The review process of
Rother's household survey
seems very murky. A survey
analysed behind closed
doors by unelected officials
1s exposed to the risk of

being fudged to produce the
result desired by a few influ-
ential people, whereas a ref-
erendurn is an exact measure
of the popular will. It is vital
that people have confidence
in the review and confidence
requires transparency. A ref-
erendum will provide an ob-
jective relerence point for
the review”

The week before the poll
Mr Comotto joked: "1 seem
to be getting a reputation as
the Prince of Darkness but |
genuinely believe that hav-
ing its own council would be
in the interest of people liv-
ing here. The parnish is too
large and our needs are very
different from say those at
Ryc Harbour." '
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He went on to say. "The
idea there is some sort of un-
civil war in Winchelsea is
ridiculous.

“Winchelsea is a polite
place and we are all mature
enough to separate political
from personal opinion.”

Winchelsea secking to be
independent is nothing new.
It was one of the first
Cinque Ports and before the
Nerman Conquest the town
had its own mint and was of
importance in the wine
trade.

Before the original town
was destroyed by floods and
a storm, Winchelsea had
more than 700 houses and
50 inns and taverns.

side a polling station at New Hall, Winchelsea last Thursday.

PAM Ridler, Patricia Dawes, Tony Moore and young Joanne Fitzpatrick pictured out-
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