
1.4 Junction of Strand Hill (C298) and Strand/Tanyard Lane (A259(T)) 
 
This T-junction is at the bottom of Strand Hill. Vehicles heading out of Winchelsea towards Rye or 
Winchelsea Beach have to cut in front of traffic coming along the A259 from the left, and cut across 
traffic coming along the A259 from the right. The view of drivers crossing from Strand Hill is blocked 
on the left by a bend in the road, and on the right by a house (Appletree Wick) and trees, which 
both abut the road. As vehicles can appear so suddenly from both sides, drivers exiting from Strand 
Hill tend to rush. On occasion, they have lost control and hit the fence and railings on the other side 
of the A259. 

 

Tanyard Lane seen from the bottom of Strand Hill       The Strand seen from the bottom of Strand Hill 

 
The junction also presents a hazard to drivers travelling along the A259. The approaches to the 
junction with Strand Hill are narrow, and the junction itself is sited on a hump, which is also on a 
bend in the road. Many vehicles approach the junction at speeds that are too high for the layout 
(although not necessarily above the speed limit of 30mph). Two crashes involving non-serious 
injuries were recorded on Tanyard Lane between 2000 and 2008. 
 

A259 junction with Strand Hill seen from the Strand    A259 junction with Strand Hill seen from Tanyard Lane 
 
This junction is the only pedestrian exit from the northern side of Winchelsea citadel, but it requires 
pedestrians to cross the A259, as there is no pavement on the near side of the A259. The crossing 
is unsafe for anyone, but especially the elderly and young. The hazardous nature of the crossing 
effectively severs the community into two (there is a strong sense of exclusion among residents of 
Tanyard Lane and The Strand), and isolates Winchelsea citadel from footpaths and cyclepaths to 
Winchelsea Beach, Winchelsea Station and Rye. 
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1.5 Rectory Lane (A259(T)) 
 
The straight road between Sandrock Hill in the south and Roberts Hill in the north, has long forward 
visibility and is probably the fastest section of the A259 through Winchelsea. There is a 30mph 
speed limit as far south as the junction with Hogtrough Lane/Backfields, and then 40mph to the 
bottom of Sandrock Hill. A hazard is posed by the restricted visibility of vehicles coming out of St 
Giles Close and Mill Lane on the west side of the A259, and Back Lane, Hiham Gardens and Mill 
Road on the east side, as well as vehicles exiting the New Hall car park. People using the New Hall, 
Cricket Field or Bowls Club, who park their vehicles on the verge along the western side of the 
road, pose another hazard, given the proximity of such parking to the road. The informal lay-by 
opposite the Wesley Chapel poses the same risk. 
 

Rectory Lane looking north from Sandrock Hill & the    Rectory Lane looking north past the entrance to 
junction with Monks Walk (C298)                 Hogtrough Lane/Backfields (indicated by red arrow) 
 

Rectory Lane looking north past the concealed            Rectory Lane looking north past the entrance to Giles 
entrance to St Giles Close (left) & Truncheons (right)   Point & the New Hall car park (left) & Back Lane (right) 
 

Rectory Lane looking north past the informal lay-by     Rectory Lane looking north past the concealed  
opposite the Wesley Chapel                         entrances to Mill Lane (left) and Mill Road (right) 


