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Traffic issues in Winchelsea

Traffic has been identified as the most serious problem affecting Winchelsea. However, in
the past, little progress was possible in deciding what to do because of the complicated
nature of the problem. The purpose of this document is to provide background that will
allow an informed debate. It describes the traffic problems affecting Winchelsea and the
concerns expressed by residents; sets out suggested solutions; assesses the feasibility of
and public support for each suggestion; makes proposals to deal with traffic problems; and
asks for your views.

The document was compiled by members of the Traffic and Transport Working Group. The
Steering Committee wish to thank the members of the Working Group and the external
bodies who provided information, advice and comments, including the Highways Agency,
East Sussex County Council Highways Authority, the Sussex Police Road Policing Unit and
the East Sussex Fire and Rescue Service.
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Traffic issues in Winchelsea
1 The nature of traffic problems in Winchelsea

1.1 Overview

Consultation with residents has confirmed that the excessive speed of some traffic passing through
the village is perceived as Wi n ¢ h e Imesepaeésig local problem (see section 4.1).

Traffic flows through Winchelsea along two primary routes:

e (298 through the citadel (Strand Hill-High Street-German Street-Monks Walk)
e A259(T) (Tanyard Lane-Ferry Hill-Roberts Hill-Rectory Lane)

These routes join each other at The Strand in the northeast and at Sandrock Hill in the southwest.
There are two secondary traffic flows through Winchelsea:

e (C298-U6300-A259(T) (Strand Hill-High Street-Hiham Gardens-Rectory Lane)
e (C298-U6300 (Strand Hill-Rookery Lane-Back Lane-Monks Walk)
e (C297 (Station Road --- linking the A259 at the bottom of Ferry Hill with the B2089 at Udimore)

The primary and secondary traffic routes through Winchelsea are shown on the map on the next
page: the A259 is shown by the red dots; the C298 by the blue dots; and the secondary routes by
the green dots.

The specific traffic hazards in Winchelsea are on:

o (298
Monks Walk
High Street
junction of German Street and Hiham Green
corner of German Street and High Street

0 junction of High Street and Hiham Gardens
e U6300

o0 Back Lane and Rookery Lane
e (C298-A259(T)

0 junction of Strand Hill and Strand/Tanyard Lane
e A259(T)

0 Rectory Lane

o Strand and Tanyard Lane
e (297 (Station Road)

(0]
(0]
(0]
(0]

The fundamental problem in much of Winchelsea is that the long, straight stretches of road and the
width of these roads, features which are valued legacies of the medieval town, tend to encourage
speeding.
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1.2 C298 (Strand Hill-High Street-German Street-Monks Walk)

The main problem on the C298 is frat-runningoby vehicles seeking to avoid delays on the A259 that
are sometimes caused by heavy traffic negotiating:

e the hairpin bend at the bottom of Ferry Hill
e the narrow gap at the top of Ferry Hill, where the road passes the Ferry (Pipewell) Gate

Hairpin bend at the bottom of Ferry Hill Bottleneck at the top of Ferry Hill
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